
 

April 15, 2019 

Open letter to: 
 
Board of Directors 
Monte Rio Fire Protection District 
 

Chair, Board of Directors Dan Fein, 

I am appalled that the Russian River Fire Protection District has terminated the Shared Services 
Agreement with Monte Rio Fire Protection District.  And in reading the correspondence from 
RRFPD, it appears largely due to the actions of MRFPD Board Director Josh Dale and his 
unethical behavior. 

I want to know why Director Dale wanted the finding concerning two Board members voting to 
approve an increase in the stipend pay removed from the audit. And why he acted without 
permission, or support, of the full Board when he contacted the auditor, Larry Bain.  (The finding 
is written in its entirety in an email from Heidi Flowers to Dan Fein contained in the Board 
Packet for Special Meeting, March 11, 2019.) 

I think the Board and the community needs to know what the conversation was between 
Director Dale and Larry Bain. Findings in an independent audit are to be just that: 
independent.  I would also like to know from the auditor if he is, in fact, taking the finding out.  I 
hope not.  And I hope he wasn’t bullied or threatened to do so. 

Was there any acknowledgement or apology from Director Dale that he stepped out of bounds?  
I am also wondering why he, and apparently another director, don’t seem to want to strive for 
the highest standard, i.e. “best practice” when conducting Board business.  Seems to me to be 
a “no-brainer” 

This will have an impact on the District and I feel that the District needs to take steps to protect 
itself from a Director who is acting of his own accord without the support or agreement of the 
entire Board.  What will he do next, of his own accord, as a Director?  Trust has been lost.  A 
letter of censure, at the very least, might be a step in the right direction. 

This community deserves better.  It deserves Directors who are looking out for the best interests 
of the community, not themselves, or pursuing any personal vendetta they may have.  I do hope 
that the continuing actions of one or two directors hasn’t and won’t damage the working 
relationship MRFPD has with neighboring districts. 

I also want to know what the decision is from Director Dale and Director Parker as to status:  
Director or Firefighter?  And when will their decisions be announced? 

 

Respectfully, 

Jean Sasso 
Monte Rio resident 


